T  ERMS 

Of  Richard  Folwell,  in  Philadelphia, 

For  Subfcribing  to  the 

journals  of  Congrefe, 

PROM  THE  CO  MM ENCEMENT 

Of  the  American  War,  in  1 774,  to  the  prefent  Time  : 

INCLUDING 

THE  REPORTS  OF  HEADS  OF  DEPARTMENTS > 

OF  COMMITTEES ,  AND  OTHER 

OFFICIAL  AND  PRIVATE  PAPERS  OF  THAT  BODY, 
now  firft  permitted  to  be  made  public, 

TERMS: 


The  Work  will  be  printed  on 
a  fine  paper,  and  a  new  neat 
type,  in  large  ottavo. 

Each  volume  will  contain  a- 
bout  500  pages,  neatly  bound 
and  lettered. 

Uniformity  in  fize.  paper, 
and  binding,  will  be  obferved 
throughout  the  work;  fo  that, 
while  the  fubfcribers  become 
poflefied  of  a  valuable  record, 
an  ornament  may  be  added  to 
their  libraries. 

The  price  to  fubfcribers  will 
be  2  dols.  75  cts.  per  volume,  in 
boards,and  3  dols.  whole  bound ; 


blit,  as  the  publifher  does  not 
intend  to  print  many  more  than 
the  number  fubfcribed  for,  a 
considerable  rife  in  price  may 
be  expected  to  non-fnbfcribers. 

Ea  h  volume  will  contain 
as  much  letter  prefs  as  two  vo¬ 
lumes  of  the  original  edition; 
but.  as  the  publifher  is  not  yet 
enabled  to  determine  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  Private  Journals, 
which  he  may  be  allowed  to 
make  public,  he  cannot  afcer- 
tain  the  number  of  volumes 
which  will  comprife  the  work* 


Payments  to  be  made  on  delivery  of  each  volume. 
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Subscribers  will  have  it  in  their  option,  either  to-  fubfcribc 
for  the  whole  of  the  Journals,  up  to  the  prefent  time,  or  to 
thofe  only  of  the  Old  Congrefs,  prior  to  the  Conftitution  of 
the  Federal  Government. 


IN  all  old  countries,  the  proceedings,  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  their  governments,  are  loft  in  darknefs  and  obfcuri- 
ty,  owing  to  a  careleflhefs,  in  the  fucceeding  generation,  to 
preferve  the  public  records,  and  the  attention  of  the  nation, 
in  thofe  rude  ages,  being  called  off  from  their  domeftic  con¬ 
cerns,  to  engage  in  wars  and  conqueft.  Of  what  infinite  va¬ 
lue  would  the  laws  of  Alfred  be,  had  they  been  tranfmitted 
to  our  days  ?  Time,  that  deftroys  every  thing,  enhances  the 
value  of  well-authenticated  public  records,  and  renders  them 
almoft  ineftimable.  It  is  hoped,  that  Americans  will,  there¬ 
fore,  cheerfully  contribute  their  afliftance  in  tranfmitting  to 
pofterity  the  labours  of  their  anceftors — founders  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbian  nation. 

***  The  work  will  certainly  be  advanced  with  expedition 
and  promptitude.  The  following  will  ftiow  the  Support  it 
has  already  acquired  : 

“  Philadelphia ,  June  15,  1798. 

C{  To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Representatives 

of  the  United  States. 

((  The  MEMORIAL  of  the  Subfcribers,  Citizens,  &c.  of 

Philadelphia, 

<c  Refpecf billy fheweth, 

“  That  having,  in  our  refpeclive  avocations,  frequent 
occafion  to  recur  to  the  Journals  of  Congrefs,  we  experience 
inconvenience  by  the  Scarcity  of  them  :  That  we  underftand 
that  Richard  Folwell,  printer,  of  Philadelphia,  has  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  print  that  public  record  ;  and  that  he  hath 
obtained  partial  countenance  from  many  individuals  \  but  that 
he  has  delayed  profecuting  the  work,  in  expedition  of  en¬ 
couragement  from  government,  that  may  adequately  indem¬ 
nify  him.  We,  therefore,  refpedffully  Solicit,  as  the  publi¬ 
cation  is  neceffary  to  be  difTeminated  among  public  bodies, 
that  Congrefs  will,  in  their  wifdom,  render  him  Such  addi- 
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tlonal  encouragement,  to  that  which  he  has  obtained  from 
private  individuals,  as  to  enable  him  to  proceed  with  the  work, 
fo  that  your  Memorialilts  may  be  enabled  to  purchafe  copies 
cf  that  record  for  themfelves. 


Thomas  McKean, 

M.  Keppele, 

Hilary  Baker, 

John  D.  Coxe, 

Mofes  Levy, 

William  Nichols, 

Charles  Heatly, 

Robert  Porter, 

William  Young, 

Samfon  Levy, 

George  Davis, 

Robert  Campbell, 

T.  Rofs, 

John  Hallow-ell, 

Septimus  Claypoole, 

Wm.  Moore  Smith,  John  Oldden, 

James  Crukfhank, 

John  Read,  jun. 

Walter  Franklin, 

Mathew  Carey, 

William  Tilghman. 

,  James  Milnor, 

Henry  K.  Helmuth, 

John  F.  Mifflin, 

John  C.  Wells, 

Peter  De  Haven, 

Jofeph  B.  M‘Kean, 

John  L.  Leib, 

John  Dunlap, 

John  Beckley, 

Alexander  I.  Dallas, 

,  Edward  Shoemaker, 

W.  Sergeant, 

Jofeph  Reed, 

John  R.  Smith, 

John  Thompfon, 

Thomas  Willing, 

William  Hall, 

Jared  Ingerfoll, 

Samuel  M.  Fox, 

David  C.  Claypoole, 

Jafper  Moylan, 

John  Nixon, 

Thomas  Armftrong, 

William  Rawle, 

Robert  Wain, 

Samuel  H.  Smith, 

J.  Thomas, 

Robert  H.  Dunkin, 

John  Fenno. 

William  Levis, 

John  Ewing,  jun. 

James  Gibfon, 

Edward  Penineton, 

y-j  * 

“  True  copy  from  the  original  Memorial,  prefented  to  the 
Houle  of  Roprefeutatives  of  the  United  States,  on 
Monday,  the  loth  of  June,  1798: 

“  WILLIAM  LAMBERT,  for 
•“  JONATHAN  W.  CONDY.  Clerk;' 
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The  Senate,  after  taking  into  confideration  the  foregoing 
petition,  determined  as  follow  : 

i(  In  Senate  of  the  United  States ,  July  14,  1798. 

“  The  Senate  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  on  the  petition  cf  Thomas  M‘Kean  and  others, 
refpe&ing  the  Journals  of  Congrefs,  propofed  to  be  pub- 
lifhed  by  Richard  Folwell ; 

“  Whereupon , 

(C  Refolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  aflembled,  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  be  authorifed  and  dire£ted,  to  fubfcribe,  on 
fuch  terms  as  they  may  deem  eligible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Se¬ 
nate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  for  four  hundred  Copies 
of  .the  Journals  of  Congrefs,  which  are  propofed  to  be  pub- 
lifhed  by  Richard  Folwell. 

“  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  defire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in  this  refolution.” 

This  refolution  of  the  Senate  was  poftponed  by  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives,  to  the  fucceeding  feflion  j  when  both 
Houfes  pafled  the  following  refolution  : 

“  Refolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  aflembled,  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  be  authorifed  and  dire£ted,  to  fubfcribe,  on 
fuch  terms  as  they  may  deem  eligible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Se¬ 
nate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  for  four  hundred  Copies 
of  the  Journals  of  Congrefs,  which  are  propofed  to  be  pub- 
lilhed  by  Richard  Folwell,  and  fuch  number  of  copies  of 
deficient  volumes  of  the  fets  now  in  print,  as  may  be  necef- 
fary  to  complete  the  fame. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON,  Speaker  of  the 

Houfe  of  Reprefentatives . 

JAMES  ROSS,  Prefident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore . 
Approved,  March  2d,  1799  : 

JOHN  ADAMS,  Prefident 
of  the  United  States  ” 


Specimen  of  the  Work : 
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JOURNALS 

OF 

CONGRESS. 


MONDAY,  September  5,  1774. 


A  NUMBER  of  the  delegates,  chofen  and  appointed  by  the  fe- 
veral  colonies  and  provinces  in  North-America,  to  meet  and 
hold  a  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  affembled  at  the  Garpenter’s-Hall. 

PRESENT. 

From  New- Hampshire  : 

Major  John  Sullivan,  Efq;  Col.  Nathaniel  Eulfom,  Efq; 

From  Massachusetts-Bay  : 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Culhing,  Efq;  John  Adams,  Efq; 

Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efq; 

From  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations  : 

The  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Efq;  The  Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  Efq; 

From  Connecticut  : 

The  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Efq;  The  Hon.  Roger  Sherman,  Efq; 

Silas  Deane,  Efq; 

From  the  City  and  County  of  New-Tork ,  and  other  Counties  in  the 

Province  of  New-Tork  : 

James  Duane,  Efq;  Philip  Livingfton,  Efq; 

John  Jay,  Efq;  Ifaac  Low,  Efq; 

From  the  County  of  Suffolk,  in  the  Province  of  New-Tork  : 

Col.  William  Floyd,  Efq; 

From  New- Jersey  : 

James  Kinfey,  Efq;  John  Dehart,  Efq; 

William  Livingfton,  Efq;  Stephen  Crane,  Efq; 

Richard  Smith,  Efq; 

From  Pennsylvania  : 

The  Hon.  Jofeph  Galloway,  Efq;  Charles  Humphreys,  Efq; 
Samuel  Rhoads,  Efq;  John  Morton,  Efq; 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Efq;  Edward  Biddle,  Efq; 

From  Newcastle ,  Kent,  and  Sussex ,  on  Delaware  : 

The  Hon.  Csefar  Rodney,  Efq;  Thomas  McKean,  Efq; 

George  Read,  Efq; 
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From  Maryland  : 

Robert  Goldfborough,  Efq;  William  Paca,  Efq; 

Samuel  Chafe,  Efq; 

From  Virginia  : 

The  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  Richard  Bland,  Efq; 

George  Wafliington,  Efq;  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq; 

Patrick  Henry,  Efq;  Edmund  Pendleton,  Efq; 

From  South-Car olina : 

Henry  Middleton,  Efq;  Chriftopher  Gadfden,  Efq; 

John  Rutledge,  Efq;  Thomas  Lynch,  Efq; 

Edward  Rutledge,  Efq; 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Prefident,  when  the 
Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  ele&ed. 

Mr.  Charles  Thomfon  was  unanimoufly  chofen  Secretary. 

The  gentlemen  from  the  leveral  colonies  produced  their  refpec- 
tive  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  as  follows  : 

Province  of  New- Hampshire, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  deputies  appointed  by  the  feveral  towns  in 
this  province,  held  at  Exeter,  in  the  county  of  Rockingham,  21ft 
July,  1774,  for  the  election  of  delegates,  on  behalf  of  this  province, 
to  join  the  General  Congrefs  propofed:  Prefent  85  members  : 

The  Hon,  John  Wentworth ,  Esq;  in  the  chair. 

Voted,  that  major  John  Sullivan,  and  colonel  Nathaniel  Ful- 
fom,  Efqrs  ;  be  appointed  and  empowered,  as  delegates,  on  the  part 
of  this  province,  to  attend  and  affift  in  the  General  Congrefs  of  de¬ 
legates  from  the  other  colonies,  at  fuch  time  and  place  as  may  be 
appointed,  to  devife,  confult,  and  adopt  fuch  meafures,  as  may  have 
the  mod  likely  tendency  to  extricate  the  colonies  from  their  prefent 
difficulties  ;  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  their  rights,  liberties,  and  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  to  reftore  that  peace,  harmony,  and  mutual  confidence, 
which  once  happily  fubfifted  between  the  parent  country,  and  her 
colonies. 

J.  Wentworth,  Chairman, 

Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 

In  the  House  of  Representatives ,  June  17,  1774. 

This  houfe  having  duly  confidered,  and  being  deeply  affetted  with 
the  unhappy  differences,  which  have  long  fubfifted,  and  are  increaf- 
ing,  between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  do  refolve : 
that  a  meeting  of  committees  from  the  feveral  colonies  on  this  con¬ 
tinent,  is  highly  expedient  and  neceffary,  to  confult  upon  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  colonies,  and  the  miferies  to  which  they  are  and  rauft  be 
Teduced,  by  the  operation  of  certain  a<fts  of  parliament  refpe&ing 
America,  and  to  deliberate  and  determine  upon  wife  and  proper 
meafures,  to  be  by  them  recommended  to  all  the  colonies  for  the  re-, 
covery  and  eftabliffiment  of  their  juft  rights  and  liberties,  civil  and 
religious,  and  the  reftoration  of  union  and  harmony  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  colonies,  moft  ardently  defired  by  all  good  men  : 
Therefore,  refoived,  that  the  Hon.  James  Bowdoine,  Efq;  the 
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Hon.  Thomas  Culhing,  Efq;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams  and 
Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  province,  for  the  purposes  aforefaid, 
any  three  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum  ;  to  meet  fuch  committees  or 
delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  as  have  been  or  may  be  appointed, 
either  by  their  refpedtive  houfes  of  burgeffes,  or  reprefentative's, 
or  by  convention,  or  by  the  committees  of  correfpondence  appointed 
by  the  refpedtive  houfes  of  affembly,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
or  any  other  place  that  (hall  be  judged  mod  fuitable  by  the  commit¬ 
tee,  on  the  1  ft  day  of  September  next  ;  and  that  the  fpeakerof  the 
houfe  be  directed  in  a  letter  to  the  fpeakers  of  the  houfes  of  bur- 
geffes  or  reprefentatives  in  the  feveral  colonies,  to  inform  them  of 
the  fubftance  of  thefe  refolves. 

Samuel  Adams,  Clerk . 

Rhode-Island . 

By  the  Hon.  Jofeph  Wanton,  Efq;  governor,  captain-general,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  and  over  the  Engl i  Hi  colony  of  Rhode- 
Iftand,  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  New-England  in  America. 
To  the  Hon .  Stephen  Hopkins ,  Esq;  and  the  Hon .  Samuel  Ward ,  Esq; 

Greeting . 

Whereas  the  general  affembly  of  the  colony  aforefaid,  have 
nominated  and  appointed  you,  the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel 
Ward,  to  reprefent  the  people  of  this  colony  in  a  General  Congrefs 
of  Reprefentatives  from  this  and  the  other  colonies,  at  fuch  time 
and  place  as  Ihould  be  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  com¬ 
mittees  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  colonies  in  general  ; 
I  do  therefore  hereby  authorife,  empower,  and  commiffionate  you, 
the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  repair  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  it  being  the  place  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of 
the  colonies  ;  and  there,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet  and  join 
with  the  commiflioners  or  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  in 
confulting  upon  proper  meafures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  feveral 
a<fts  of  the  Britilh  parliament,  for  levying  taxes  upon  his  majefty’s 
fubjects  in  America,  without  their  confent,  and  particularly  an  a<ft 
lately  paffed  for  blocking  up  the  port  of  Bofton,  and  upon  proper 
meafures  to  eftablifh  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonies,  upon  a 
juft  and  folid  foundation,  agreeable  to  the  inftru&ions  given  you  by 
the  general  affembly. 

[L.S.]  Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  feal  of  the  faid  colony,  this 
10th  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1774,  and  the 
14th  of  the  reign  of  his  moft  facred  Majefty  George  the 
Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great-Britain,  &c. 

By  his  honour’s  command,  J.  Wanton. 

Henry  Ward,  Sec'ry . 

Connecticut. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut , 

June  3d,  1774. 

Whereas  a  Congrefs  of  commiffioners  from  the  feveral  Britilh 
colonies  in  America,  is  propofed  by  fome  of  our  neighbouring  co- 
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Jonies,  and  thought  neceffary  ;  and  whereas,  it  may  be  found  expe¬ 
dient  that  fuch  Congrefs  fhould  be  convened  before  the  next  feffions 
of  this  affembly  : 

Resolved, ,  by  this  houfe,  that  the  committee  of  correfpondence  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  on  application  to  them  made,  or, 
from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  found  neceffary,  to  appoint  a  Ratable 
number  to  attend  fuch  Congrefs,  or  convention  of  commiffioners,  or 
committees  of  the  feveral  colonies  in  Britilh  America,  and  the  per¬ 
fons  thus  to  be  chofen  ftiall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  dire&ed,  in  be¬ 
half  of  this  colony,  to  attend  fuch  Congrefs  ;  to  confult  and  advife 
on  proper  meafures  for  advancing  the  beft  good  of  the  colonies,  and 
Rich  conferences,  from  time  to  time,  to  report  to  this  houfe. 

A  true  extraft  and  copy  from  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe. 

William  Williams,  Clerk • 

Colony  of  Connecticut ,  ff. 

New-London,  July  13th,  1774* 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence  for  this  colony  : 

The  Hon .  Ebenezer  Silliman ,  Esq;  in  the  chair . 

The  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  the  Hon.  William  Samuel  Johnfton, 
Eraftus  Wolcott,  Silas  Deane,  and  Richard  Law,  Efqrs;  were  no¬ 
minated,  purfuant  to  the  adl  of  the  Hon.  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
of  the  faid  colony,  at  their  feffions  in  May  laft,  either  three  of 
which  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in  behalf  of  this  co¬ 
lony,  to  attend  the  General  Congrefs  of  the  colonies,  propofed  to  be 
held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  firft  day  of  September  next,  or  at  fuch 
other  time  and  place  as  fhall  be  agreed  on  by  the  colonies,  to  con¬ 
fult  and  advife  with  the  commiffioners  or  committees  of  the  feveral 
Englilh  colonies  in  America,  on  proper  meafures  for  advancing  the 
bell  good  of  the  colonies. 

Signed ,  Ebenezer  Silliman,  William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne, 
Eraftus  Wolcott,  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Samuel  H.  Parfons,  Nathaniel 
Wales,  jun.  Silas  Deane. 

Hartford ,  August ,  1774. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence  for  this  colony : 

Erastus  Wolcott ,  Chairman . 

The  Hon.  William  Samuel  Johnfton,  Eraftus  Wolcott,  and 
Richard  Law,  Efqrs;  nominated  by  this  committee  at  New-London, 
cn  the  13th  of  July  laft,  as  perfons  proper  to  attend  the  General  Con¬ 
grefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  firft  of  September  next,  as  by 
laid  appointment,  being  unable,  by  reafon  of  previous  engagements 
and  the  ftate  of  their  health,  to  attend  faid  Congrefs,  on  behalf  of 
this  colony  ;  the  Hon.  Roger  Sherman,  and  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efqrs; 
were  nominated  in  the  place  of  the  aforefaid  gentlemen,  as  perfons 
proper  to  attend  faid  Congrefs,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  either  of 
which  are  empowered,  with  the  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  and  Silas 
Deane,  Efqrs;  for  that  purpofe. 

Signed ,  William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne,  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
Nathaniel  Wales,  jun.  Samuel  H.  Parfons,  Samuel  Biffiop. 
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New-York : 

By  duly  certified  polls,  taken  by  proper  perfons,  in  feven  wards,  it 
appears,  that  James  Duane,  John  Jay,  Philip  Livingfton,  Jfaac  Low, 
and  John  Alfop,  Efqrs;  were  elected  as  delegates  for  the  city  and 
county  of  New-York,  to  attend  the  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  the 
firft  day  of  September  next;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  committees  of 
feveral  diftr'nSts  in  the  county  of  Weft-Chefter,  the  fame  gentlemen 
were  appointed  to  reprelent  that  county;  alfo  by  a  letter  from  Jacob 
Lanling,  jun.  chairman,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  for  Albany,  it 
appears,  that  that  city  and  county  had  adopted  the  fame  for  their  de¬ 
legates.  By  another  letter,  it  appears,  that  the  committee  from  the 
feveral  diftridts  in  the  county  of  Duchefs,  had  likewife  adopted  the 
fame  as  delegates  to  reprefent  that  county  in  Congrefs,  and  that 
committees  of  other  towns  approve  of  them  as  their  delegates. 

By  a  writing  duly  attefted,  it  appears,  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in 
the  colony  of  New-York,  have  appointed  colonel  William  Floyd, 
to  reprefent  them  in  Congrefs. 

New- Jersey  : 

To  James  Kinsey,  William  Livingston ,  John  Dehart ,  Stephen  Crane , 
and  Richard  Smith ,  Esqrsj  each  and  every  of  you: 

The  committees,  appointed  by  the  feveral  counties  of  the  colony 
of  New-Jerfey,  to  nominate  deputies,  to  reprefent  the  fame  in  Gene¬ 
ral  Congrefs  of  deputies,  from  the  other  colonies  in  America,  con¬ 
vened  at  the  city  of  New-Brunfwick,  have  nominated  and  appoin¬ 
ted,  and  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  you,  and  each  of  you,  depu¬ 
ties,  to  reprefent  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey,  in  the  faid  General  Con¬ 
grefs.  In  teftimony  whereof,  the  chairman  of  the  faid  feveral  com¬ 
mittees  here  met,  have  hereunto  fet  their  hands,  this  twenty-third 
day  of  July,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  fovereign 
lord  king  George  the  third,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1774. 

Signed ,  William  P.  Smith,  Jacob  Ford,  John  Moores,  Robert 
Johnfon,  Robert  Field,  Robert  Friend  Price,  Peter  Zabrifkie,  Sa¬ 
muel  Tucker,  Edward  Taylor,  Hendrick  Filher,  Archibald  Stewart, 
Thomas  Anderfon,  Abia  Brown,  Mark  Thomplon. 

Pennsylvania  : 

EXTRACT  FROM  VOTES  OF  ASSEMBLY, 

Friday,  July  2 2d,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  taking  into  their  mofi:  ferious 
confideration,  the  unfortunate  differences  which  have  long  fubfifled 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  and  being  great¬ 
ly  encreafed  by  the  operation  and  effects  of  divers  late  adts  of  the 
Britilh  parliament  : 

Resolved ,  N.  C.  D.  That  there  is  an  abfolute  neceflity  that  a 
Congrefs  of  deputies  from  the  feveral  colonies  be  held  as  foon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  to  confuk  together  upon  the  prefent  unhappy 
Hate  of  the  colonies,  and  to  form  and  adopt  a  plan  for  the  purpofes 
of  obtaining  redrefs  of  American  grievances,  afcertaining  American 
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rights  upon  the  moft  folid  and  conftitutional  principles,  and  for  eftab- 
lifhing  that  union  and  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  the  colo¬ 
nies,  which  is  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of 
both. 

Eodem  die ,  P.  M. 

The  houfe  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  refolve  from  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  and,  after  fome  debate  thereon,  adopting 
and  confirming'  the  fame, 

Resolved ,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  Hon.  Jofeph  Galloway,  fpeaker ; 
Samuel  Rhoads,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Charles  Humphreys,  John  Morton, 
George  Rols,  and  Edward  Biddle,  Efqrs;  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  this  province,  for  the  purpofes 
aforefaid,  and  that  they,  or  any  four  of  them,  do  meet  fuch  com¬ 
mittees  or  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  as  have  been  or  may 
be  appointed,  either  by  their  refpeCtive  houfes  of  reprefentatives, 
or  by  convention,  or  by  the  provincial  or  colony  committees,  at  fuch 
time  and  place,  as  fhall  be  generally  agreed  on  by  fuch  committees. 

The  three  counties  New-Castle ,  Kent ,  and  Sussex ,  on  Delaware  : 

August  i,  1774,  A .  M» 

The  reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  government  of  the 
counties  of  New-Gaftle,  Kent,  and  Suflex,  on  Delaware,  met  at 
New-Gaftle,  in  purfuance  of  circular  letters  from  the  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe,  who  was  requefted  to  write  and  forward  the  fame  to  the 
members  ofaflembly,  by  the  committees  of  correfpondence  for  the 
feveral  counties  aforefaid,  chofen  and  appointed  for  that  among 
other  purpofes,  by  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of  the  faid  counties 
xefpeCtively  :  And  having  chofen  a  chairman,  and  read  the  refolves 
of  the  three  refpeClive  counties,  and  fundry  letters  from  the  com¬ 
mittees  of  correfpondence  along  the  continent,  they  unanimoufly  en¬ 
tered  into  the  following  refolution,  viz. 

We,  the  Reprefentatives  aforefaid,  by  virtue  of  the  power  delega¬ 
ted  to  us,  as  aforefaid,  taking  into  our  moft  ferious  confideration  the 
feveral  aCfs  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  for  retraining  manufactures 
in  his  roajefty’s  colonies  and  plantations  in  North-America, — 
for  taking  away  the  property  of  the  colonifts  without  their  partici¬ 
pation  or  confent, — for  the  introduction  of  the  arbitrary  powers  of 
excife  into  the  cuftoms  here, — for  the  making  all  revenue  caufes 
triable  without  jury,  and  under  the  decifion  of  a  fingle  dependent 
judge,: — for  the  trial,  in  England,  of  perfons  accufed  of  capital 
crimes,  committed  in  the  colonies, — for  the  {hutting  up  the  port  of 
Bofton, — for  new-modelling  the  government  of  the  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  and  the  operation  of  the  fame  on  the  property,  liberty,  and  lives 
of  the  colonifls  ;  and  alfo  conhdering,  that  the  moft  eligible  mode 
of  determining  upon  the  premifes,  and  of  endeavouring  to  procure 
relief  and  redrefs  of  our  grievances,  would  have  been  by  us  aflembled 
in  a  legiflative  capacity,  but  that  as  the  houfe  had  adjourned  to  the 
30th  day  of  September  next,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expeCfed,  that  his 
honour  the  governor  would  call  us,  by  writs  of  fummons,  on  this  oc- 
cafton,  having  refufed  to  do  the  like  in  his  other  province  of  Penn- 
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fylvania ;  the  next  mod  proper  method,  of  anfwering  the  expecta¬ 
tions  and  defires  of  our  conftituents,  and  of  contributing  our  aid  to 
the  general  caufe  of  America,  is  to  appoint  commiflioners  or  depu¬ 
ties  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  government,  to  meet  and  ach  with 
thofe  appointed  by  the  other  provinces,  in  General  Congrefs  ;  and 
we  do,  therefore,  unanimoufly  nominate  and  appoint  Csefar  Rodney, 
Thomas  M‘Kean,  and  George  Read,  Efqrs;  or  any  two  of  them, 
deputies,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  government,  in  a  general 
Continental  Congrefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  on  the  firft  Monday  in  September  next,  or  at  any  other  time  or 
place  that  may  be  generally  agreed  on,  then  and  there,  to  confult 
and  advife  with  the  deputies  from  the  other  colonies,  and  to  deter¬ 
mine  upon  all  fuch  prudent  and  lawful  meafures,  as  may  be  judged 
moll:  expedient  for  the  colonies  immediately  and  unitedly  to  adopt, 
in  order  to  obtain  relief  for  an  oppreffed  people,  and  the  redrefs  of 
our  general  grievances. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  convention, 

C^es ar  Rodney,  Chairman* 


Maryland  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committees  appointed  by  the  feveral  counties 
of  the  province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  the  2  2d  day 
of  June,  1774,  and  continued  by  adjournment,  from  day  to  day7,  till 
the  25th  of  the  fame  month. 

Matthew  Tilgbmany  Esq;  in  the  chair, 

John  Ducket ,  clerk . 

Resolved ,  That  Matthew  Tilghman,  Thomas  Johnfon,  jun.  Ro¬ 
bert  Goldfborough,  William  Paca,  and  Samuel  Chafe,  Efqrs;  or 
any  two  or  more  of  them,  be  deputies  for  this  province,  to  attend  a 
General  Congrefs  of  deputies  from  the  colonies,  at  fuch  time  and 
place  as  may  be  agreed  on  ;  to  effeCt  one  general  plan  of  conduct, 
operating  on  the  commercial  connection  of  the  colonies  with  the  mo¬ 
ther  country,  for  the  relief  of  Bolton,  and  prefervation  of  American 
liberty. 


Virginia  : 

Monday ,  the  first  of  August ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord. ,  1774. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  different  counties  m 
this  colony,  convened  in  the  city  of  Williamfburgh,  to  take  under 
their  confideration  the  prefent  critical  and  alarming  fituation  of  the 
continent  of  North-America: 

Hon.  Peyton  Randolph ,  Esq;  in  the  chair  : 

It  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meet¬ 
ing,  that  it  will  be  highly  conducive  to  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of 
the  Britifh  empire,  that  a  General  Congrefs  of  deputies  from  all  the 
colonies,  aflemble  as  foon  as  the  nature  of  their  durations  will  admit, 
to  conlider  of  the  moft  proper  and  effeClual  manner  of  fo  operating 
on  the  commercial  conneClion  of  the  colonies  with  the  mother 
country,  as  to  procure  redrefs  for  the  much-injured  province  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  to  fecure  Britilh  America  from  the  ravage  and  ruia 
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of  arbitrary  taxes,  and  fpeedily  to  procure  the  return  of  that  har¬ 
mony  and  union  fo  beneficial  to  the  whole  empire,  and  fo  ardently 
defired  by  all  Britilh  America. 

Friday,  August  $,  1774. 

The  meeting  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  delegates,  to  reprefent 
this  colony  in  General  Congrefs,  when  the  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  George  Wafhington,  Patrick  Henry,  Richard 
Bland,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  and  Edmund  Pendleton,  Efqrs;  were 
appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

Soutb-Carolina  : 

In  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Aflembly, 

Tuesday ,  the  2d  day  of  August ,  1774. 

Colonel  Powell  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  during  the  recefs  of 
this  houfe,  viz.  on  the  fixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  days  of  July  laft, 
at  a  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  they  having 
under  confideration  the  adls  of  parliament  lately  puffed  with  regard 
to  the  port  of  Boflon  and  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  as  well  as 
other  American  grievances,  had  nominated  and  appointed  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Henry  Middleton,  John  Rutledge,  Thomas  Lynch,  Chriflo- 
pher  Gadfden,  and  Edward  Rutledge,  Efqrs;  deputies  on  the  part 
and  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet  the  deputies  of  the  other  colonies 
of  North- America,  in  General  Congrefs,  the  firft  Monday  in  Sep¬ 
tember  next,  at  Philadelphia,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  that 
may  be  generally  agreed  on,  there  to  confider  the  adls  lately  paffed, 
and  bills  depending  in  parliament  with  regard  to  the  port  of  Boflon 
and  colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ;  which  adls  and  bills  in  the  prece¬ 
dent  and  confequences,  affedt  the  whole  continent  of  America— 
alfo  the  grievances  under  which  America  labours,  by  reafon  of  the 
feveral  adls  of  parliament  that  impofe  taxes  or  duties  for  raifing  a 
revenue,  and  lay  unneceffary  reflraints  and  burdens  on  trade  ;  and 
of  the  llatutes,  parliamentary  adls,  and  royal  inftrudlions,  which 
make  an  invidious  diflindtion  between  his  majefly’s  fubjedts  in 
Great  Britain  and  America,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  con¬ 
cert,  agree  to,  and  effedlually  profecute  fuch  legal  meafures,  as  in 
t-  e  opinion  of  the  faid  deputies,  and  of  the  deputies  fo  to  be  affem- 
bied,  fhall  be  mofl  likely  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  faid  adls,  and  a  re- 
drefs  of  thofe  grievances  :  and  thereupon  moved  that  this  houfe  do 
refolve  to  recognize,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  faid  appointment  of  the 
deputies  for  the  purpofes  aforefa’d. 

Resolved ,  N.  C.  D.  That  this  houfe  do  recognize,  ratify,  and  con¬ 
firm  the  appointment  of  the  faid  deputies  for  the  purpofes  mentioned 
in  the  faid  motion. 

Attested ,  Thomas  Farr,  jun.  clerk. 

Tuesday,  September  6,  1774,  A.  M. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Present .  The  fame  members  as  yefterday,  and  moreover,  from 
the  colony  of  Virginia,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Efquire. 

The  Congrefs  refuming  the  confideration  of  rules  of  condudl  to 


